Reading—Sample Content
Levels 14 and 15

Read the poem. Then answer the questions.

A Yarn Mystery

| found some rainbow scraps of yarn,
some paper, and some string.

| planned to make a special craft

on our sunny front porch swing.

| piled my yarn in fuzzy heaps
and sorted all the beads.
| realized | forgot my glue
and rushed inside with speed.

When | returned, my eyes grew wide;

| saw that my yarn was gone!

Who would take my treasure? | sighed.
Did the wind blow my yarn on the lawn?

With determination, | began my search,
marching through the bright green grass.
My eyes were like a microscope,
checking everything | passed.

| discovered my brother playing on the slide,
but he had no helpful clues for me.

My dad was planting roses in a pot;

He had only seen some honeybees.

Finally, | returned to our front steps

and plopped down on them in sad defeat—
but then a robin’s chirping songs

brought me gladly to my feet.

For in the branches of a tree,

a robin had proudly built a nest.

It had used my fuzzy scraps of yarn
to make its home the very best.

With a happy grin pinned on my face,

| hurried inside without a grumbling word.
| got more fuzzy yarn to make my craft
and brought some extra for that busy bird.
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What is the poem mostly about?
@ a person solving a problem

O a person training a bird

O a person enjoying nature

O a person looking for a friend

Which event in the poem helps the speaker know where the yarn went?
O The speaker asks her dad for help finding the yarn.

@ The speaker sees the yarn after hearing a robin in a nest.

O The speaker talks to her brother about getting more yarn.

O The speaker finds the yarn when she looks for the glue.
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This question has two parts. First, answer part A.
Then, answer part B.

Part A

What can the reader tell about the speaker during
the search for the yarn?

O The speaker thinks searching is fun.

O The speaker loses interest in searching.

@ The speaker is careful in searching.

O The speaker turns searching into a game.

Part B

Which detail from the poem best supports the answer to part A?

@ My eyes were like a microscope, / checking everything | passed.

O | discovered my brother playing on the slide, / but he had no helpful clues for me.
O My dad was planting roses in a pot; / he had only seen some honeybees.

O Finally, | returned to our front steps / and plopped down on them in sad defeat—

How does the reader know “A Yarn Mystery” is a poem?

O A setting is described.
O A conflict is resolved.
@ A rhyming pattern is used.

O A main character is introduced.
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